
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING FOR THE PARISH OF HORSLEY HELD AT 
HORSLEY VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 17 MAY 2021 

 
 
PRESENT: Councillor Margaret Beasley (Chairman)  

Councillors: B Broomhead, D Haslock, J Holden, D Pinion  
 
APPOINTMENT OF CLERK FOR THE MEETING  
 
RESOLVED to appoint Mrs Laura Storey.   
 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 8.4.19 
 
RESOLVED That the Minutes of the meetings held on the 8.4.19 were approved and signed by the 
Chair. 
 
ANNUAL REPORT 2018/2019  
 
Councillor Beasley read the Annual Report. 
 
This time last year the Parish Council had not been able to hold meetings because of the Covid 19 
pandemic, and we were in lockdown. As the summer approached restrictions eased and we held one 
meeting in the Village Hall. We all thought that things would soon return to normal. What did we know? 
After the summer, restrictions were in place again and our meetings have since been via Zoom. It is not 
the same, but has enabled us to carry out Parish Council business within the limits of Covid restrictions 
 As we now are gradually released from lockdown , I hope that our face to face meetings might resume 
in May at the earliest. 
Our Parish Council activities are summarised below. 
 
PLANNING 
  
Alterations to existing properties and tree work have seen the most planning applications this year, plus 
a couple of new builds. None of these have been very controversial. The biggest and most worrying 
application was for a business on land adjacent to Sandy Lane including agricultural buildings, an 
agricultural worker’s dwelling for a chicken farming business. Objections were sent from the Parish 
Council and many individuals. It is now up to Amber Valley Borough Council to make a decision on this 
application. 
 
VILLAGE HALL 
 
After the completion and opening of the Village Hall, bookings were increasing and the hall was well 
used. The pandemic restrictions forced the closure of the hall, and activities stopped, the only exception 
being the school using it on Thursday afternoons during the winter months.  
The secretary, Councillor Pinion, has successfully applied for, and received, a number of grants which 
have meant that all bills have been paid including the Public Works Board Loan. 
Hopefully ,as restrictions ease, activities including fundraising events will resume and the hall will be fully 
used again. 
 
RECREATION GROUND 
 
The recreation ground is mowed fortnightly during the growing season. 
It has always been well used, but last year, because of the pandemic, there was a huge increase in the 
number of people using it. Most were responsible, but there were periods of antisocial behaviour and 
criminal damage caused by a minority of individuals. 
This season the play equipment and surfaces have been power washed, and we are looking to get some 
of the equipment repainted.  The equipment is inspected annually by Derbyshire County Council. A new 
seat has been delivered and is waiting to be installed. There are also two new pieces of play equipment 
suitable for young children on order. 



A large tree at the far end of the recreation ground was felled to provide more light for a neighbouring 
garden. The occupiers purchased a smaller replacement tree which was planted at the opposite side of 
the recreation ground. 
 
The football pitches have been heavily used throughout the year, and we are seeking quotations to have 
the goal posts removed and the pitches reseeded during the summer.  
The amount of litter on the recreation ground has increased significantly and a new, larger litter bin has 
been ordered. I would encourage people to deposit litter in the bin rather than leave it for others to pick 
up. 
 
FOOTPATHS FOOTWAYS AND HIGHWAYS 
 
Councillor Holden continues as our Footpath Liaison Officer and Chris Gregory our Footpaths Officer. 
Throughout the pandemic the footpaths have been heavily used as more people have been walking to 
get fresh air and exercise. Councillor Holden has spent a lot of time walking and checking all our 
footpaths. More serious footpath issues are dealt with by Derbyshire County Council, but because of the 
pandemic there is a backlog of issues to be dealt with 
I would request walkers using the footpaths to respect landowners, stay on designated paths, close 
gates and dispose of litter in the appropriate bins. Please pick up after your dogs. 
Our grit bins have been kept filled up during the winter. Although we had more snow than last year, the 
amounts were not significant and there was sufficient grit for use where necessary. 
Following the resignation of Councillor Bridges, Councillor Pykett was co-opted onto the Parish Council 
and she has take taken over the role of flood warden for Lower Kilburn. There were no significant 
flooding issues this year.  
We put up the lamppost poppies last November, but the wreath laying ceremony at the war memorial 
was restricted to wreath layers only because of the pandemic. 
The Parish Council had the trees on the recreation ground and Church Street inspected and some 
remedial work and trimming took place. 
Derbyshire County Council removed two Lime trees from Church Street. Concern was raised about the 
other trees on Church Street because they are affecting parishioners drives and the footways The 
County Council has inspected the trees and said there is no problem. 
 
PARISH COMMUNITY 
 
There has been a huge increase is the amount of litter around the parish this year, partly due to the 
number of walkers. But quite a lot is thrown from car widows. Our regular litter picker has not been out 
as much because of the pandemic. Many residents from around here have taken it upon themselves to 
form litter picking groups. This is an issue that has to be addressed this year. 
The Natter Café has hardly been open this year. Hopefully when restrictions ease we will reopen, and a 
Cuppa with a Copper may resume. Councillor Pinion secured a grant from the Cooperative society to 
provide lunches for senior citizens at no cost to them. For obvious reasons this was put on hold, but will 
start when it is safe to do so. 
There was no Band Concert in the church before Christmas last year. We hope it may be able to 
continue this year. 
The Bowls Club applied for a grant to help them as they have not had much revenue because of the 
pandemic. The Parish Council donated £400.00 to them as well as £100.00 to Derbyshire Children’s 
Holiday Centre . A grant of £400.00 is usually given to St Clements Church towards the upkeep of the 
churchyard. This year it was upped to £650.00 the extra £250.00 being the cost of the band concert 
which did not take place.  
A new bus shelter on Church Street was installed this year. 
Russell Vallance continues to mow the grass on the Village Green  and plant the borders during the 
summer months. 
The seat on The Dovecote is to be repainted this year. 
 
WEBSITE 
 
Horsley Parish Council website is looked after by Councillor Holden. It is regularly updated and is the 
place to go for information about Horsley and clubs, activities and events in and around the parish 
 
 



 
PRECEPT 
 
The precept remains the same as last year, £12,777. 
 
Three Councillors resigned last year, Councillors Radford ,Bridges and Foulkes. I would like to thank 
them for their service. Thanks to all present councillors for their hard work and for keeping going through 
such difficult times 
 
Keep safe and well, and let us hope that life is able continue without restrictions and return to normal 
soon.  
 
BUDGET AND COUNCIL TAX PRECEPT FOR 2021/2022   
 
RESOLVED to note the agreed Budget and Council Tax Precept of £12,777 for 2021/2022.     
   
OTHER PARISH MATTERS 
              
None 
 
 
Signed …………………………………… Chairman                 Date ……………………….. 


